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To
Sandra Diane Officer

Truth needs no color—Beauty no pencil.
Shakespeare
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PrREFACE

This book began largely as a reaction to the Millennial edition of
Historical Statistics of the United States, edited by Susan B. Carter,
Scott Sigmund Gartner, Michael R. Haines, Alan L. Olmstead,
Richard Sutch, and Gavin Wright. I noticed that an omission from
that impressive five-volume set was a composite long-run series of the
average hourly earnings or wages of production workers in manufactur-
ing. That omission seemed strange, because the authors compile
long-run composite series for other economic variables, such as GDP
and the consumer price index.

Therefore I began to generate the missing series; but I quickly
discovered that the task was a giant one. There was good reason
for the lack of a long-run earnings or wage series for manufactur-
ing production workers: the series requires considerable effort and
enterprise for its construction. This book contains no new archival
research; rather, the results of many previous works relating to
wages and related variables are assembled and synthesized in a
meaningful way. Yet the task took most of my research time of two
years to accomplish the objective.

As I digested and integrated the studies of previous authors, my
admiration for those who did original archival investigation and
reported their results grew substantially. The influence of authors
such as Donald R. Adams Jr., Jeremy Atack, Fred Bateman, Philip R.
P. Coelho, Joseph H. Davis, Claudia Goldin, Robert A. Margo, James
E. Shepherd, Kenneth Sokoloff, and Georgia C. Villaflor is apparent
in the very content of this book. Also, I cannot overestimate my intel-
lectual debt to the great Paul H. Douglas, Clarence D. Long, and
Albert Rees—the pioneers in the development of earnings and wage
series for production workers in manufacturing—as well as to the
great Stanley Lebergott.

The book will be of use to specialists in Economic History and
Labor Economics. Hopefully, it will also be of interest to government
economists and even educated laypersons. The work is exposited in a
way to enhance understanding by all these groups. The reader may
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notice that there are no footnotes or endnotes. That is deliberate.
Hopefully, the adopted style will enhance readability.

I thank Robert Whaples for helpful suggestions. The expositions,
descriptions, interpretations, opinions, conclusions, judgments, and
other unquoted statements in this book are those of the author
alone.

LAWRENCE H. OFFICER
Glencoe, Illinois
September 2008
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