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The gates of Paradise were opened, and Lambajan averted his eyes. I stumbled
through them, giddy, disoriented, lost. I was nobody, nothing. Nothing I had ever
known was of use, nor could I any longer say that I knew it. I had been emptied,
invalidated; I was, to use a hoary but suddenly fitting epithet, ruined. I had
fallen from grace, and the horror of it shattered the universe, like a mirror. I felt
as though I, too, had shattered; as if I were falling to earth, not as myself, but as
a thousand and one fragmented images of myself, trapped in shards of glass.

The banishment of Moraes Zogoiby from The Moor’s Last Sigh (1995) by
Salman Rushdie (London: Vintage, 1996), 278–9
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