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Preface

This book is primarily based on interviews with His Excellency Miguel
Ángel Moratinos, who served as Spain’s Foreign Minister from 2004
to 2010. It also takes into account the precious oral accounts of other
ministers, most notably that of Prime Minister José Luis Rodríguez
Zapatero, vice ministers and key diplomats.
Regardless of the immense historical value of these testimonies, historians much prefer written contemporary sources over later oral testimonies, and whenever there is a disagreement between these two types of
sources, they tend to go with the written ones. This author is no exception to the rule. For this reason, I boldly asked a number of the people
involved in this book project if they would share with me their personal
notes. I am truly grateful to those who did. This material, which is not
explicitly quoted in the book, has served the important purpose of quali
fying my interviews and ensuring that the direction of my interpretation
is substantially correct.
Occasionally, I refer in my footnotes to “private information given to
the author”. This information, which was given to me on the premise
of anonymity, is by no means vital to my historical interpretation of the
Zapatero era, yet it does offer important texture which allows us to better understand how the political processes were shaped and what happened inside “the machine room” of Spanish and international politics.
Not to share this insight with readers would, in my opinion, have been
to fail. When I have anonymously attributed an exact quotation or a particular view to a specific person, for example a minister or a diplomat,
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that information may stem from the person in question or from somebody with an intimate knowledge of the political process.1 Only on one
occasion has this type of private information been of paramount importance to my interpretation, namely in the chapter on the Carmona coup,
where I have used one particular anonymous source to strengthen one
of my main arguments, namely that Spain and the United States supported Carmona’s undertakings as long as they were staged as happening
within the formal boundaries of the Venezuelan Constitution. This was
of course only done after careful consideration concerning the validity of
the information in question. Perhaps future editions of this book can be
more explicit about the origin of each piece of information.
Finally, I owe a comment regarding the expression “The Moratinos
files”, which I have chosen as the title for the author’s personal archive
which holds the interviews and sources gathered for this book. The name
chosen is merely meant to pay tribute to a former foreign minister who
finds it important that he and his fellow foreign policy actors from the
Zapatero government contribute to scholarship, and more generally, to
the historical memory of Spain.
Copenhagen, Denmark
2019
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1Cf. the principles for the use of anonymous sources laid out by Bob Woodward in his
most recent book. See: Bob Woodward, Fear. Trump in the White House (London, New
York, Sydney, Toronto, New Delhi: Simon & Schuster, 2018), “Note to the Reader”.
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